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ARKANSAS CHICK PLACEMENTS UP 4 PERCENT FROM LAST YEAR

Broiler-type chicks placed for meat production in Arkansas was 25.8 million during the week ending March 19,
2005.  Placements were up 4 percent from the comparable week in 2004, and up 7 percent from the revised previous
week, and included 2.6 million chicks shipped in from other states.  Cumulative placements from January 2, 2005
through March 19, 2005  were 298.6 million, up slightly from the same period a year earlier.
   
The broiler-type chicks hatched for the week was 26.4 million, up 3 percent from the corresponding week a year
earlier, and up1 percent from the previous week.  Of the total hatch, 2.8 million chicks were shipped out of the state.
Average hatchability for chicks hatched was 84.4 percent.

Arkansas hatcheries set 30.7 million broiler-type eggs during the week ending March 19, 2005, down 3 percent from
the same period last year, and down 1 percent from the previous week. 

Leading breeders in the UNITED STATES placed 7.2 million broiler-type pullet chicks for future domestic
hatchery supply flocks during February 2005, down 2 percent from February 2004.

            ARKANSAS BROILER CHICK PLACEMENTS

BY WEEK, 2004- 2005

   U.S. BROILER-TYPE PULLET CHICKS PLACED 

         FOR DOMESTIC HATCHERY SUPPLY FLOCKS

NET PLACEMENTS IN ARKANSAS

Week
Ending

Year %
2004 2005 Change

1,000

  Feb.  12  24,386    24,929      102  

  Feb.  19 24,508    25,110      102  

  Feb.  26 24,911    24,831      100  

  Mar.   5  25,837    24,187      94  

  Mar. 12 25,314    24,126      95  

  Mar. 19 24,832    25,842      104  

U.S. PULLET CHICKS PLACED

Month
Year %

2003-2004 2004-2005 Change
1,000

  Sep. 6,654    7,758      117     

  Oct. 6,312    6,587      104     

  Nov. 6,946    7,008      101     

  Dec. 6,978    6,075      87     

  Jan. 6,811    6,289      92     

  Feb. 7,340    7,205      98     



EGGS SET IN 19 SELECTED STATES UP 1 PERCENT

Commercial hatcheries in the 19-state weekly program set 213 million eggs during the week ending March 19, 2005.  This
was up 1 percent from the eggs set the corresponding week a year earlier.  Average hatchability for chicks hatched during
the week was 84 percent.  Average hatchability is calculated by dividing chicks hatched during the week by eggs set three
weeks earlier.

BROILER CHICKS PLACED UP 3 PERCENT

Broiler growers in the 19-state weekly program placed 176 million chicks for meat production during the week ending March
19, 2005.  Placements were up 3 percent from the comparable week a year earlier.  Cumulative placements from January 2,
2005 through March 19, 2005 were 1.92 billion, up 4 percent from the same period a year earlier. 
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